
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lumpkin County, Georgia 
    

 

Public Works Department 
 

April 1, 2016 
Agenda Item:  

Eckler Property – Drain Pipe  
   
 

Item Description:   

Repair of drainage issue located on Chestatee River Ridge Rd.   
  

Facts & Historical 

Information: 

 The property in question went into foreclosure in 2011 and was purchased by the Ecklers.   
Since then the owners of the property located at 152 Chestatee River Ridge Rd have complained 
about a drainage problem with water coming from the road.  Several times county forces have 
tried to make improvements to the drainage to reduce the issue including trying to get a drainage 
easement on the opposite side of the road and pipe the water across the road.  Staff has also 
recommended that the owners contract with a grading company to install a drainage system on 
their property to carry the water beyond their house.  The property owners are of the opinion that 
the problem is a result actions taken by the county.  County Staff is of the opinion that the 
problem is a result of the builder of the house turning the drainage during the construction of the 
house and not taking proper actions to redirect the water away from the house.  Sometime around 
the beginning of 2015, the property owners retained an attorney in an attempt to get the issue 
resolver.  Since that time staff has met several times with the owners and their representative in 
an effort to resolve the issue.   In March, 2016, Staff met with the owners and discussed a 
potential fix to the problem.  The fix consists of installing approximately 140 feet of culvert pipe 
and a drop inlet to pipe the water beyond the house and regrading approximately 200 feet of 
ditch.  Most all of the proposed fix will be located on privately owned property.  The owners 
agreed to give a drainage easement (draft attached) to the county for the construction and 
maintenance of the proposed system.   The cost of materials required to accomplish this is 
estimated at $4,500.  Due to the complicated nature of this problem, staff is bringing it before the 
BOC for guidance.    

 

 

Potential Courses of Action: 

A:   Accept the drainage easement, design and construct the proposed repairs at county 
expense. 
B:  Accept the drainage easement, design and construct the proposed repairs with the cost 
being shared by both parties 

 C:   Do nothing 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Budget Impact: 

A: Cost, of this option, to the county is estimated to be approximately $9,500 for 
materials, equipment and labor.  
B:  Cost, of this option, to the county is estimated to be approximately $5,000 for 
equipment and labor if the property owners agree to purchase the materials. 
C:   No impact on the budget. 

 

 Staff Recommendation:  
 Staff is of the opinion that the problem was caused by the builder of the house and not a 
result of anything the county has done.   That being said, staff had expended a large amount of 
time and effort in an attempt to resolve the issue.  It is staff’s opinion that if a resolution 
acceptable to the Ecklers is not reached than this issue may end up in court.  Although staff is 
sure that the county is not at fault, the court costs may exceed the cost of the repairs.  Staff 
recommends that the BOC accept option “B” and negotiate a cost sharing agreement.                
 








